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PREP Oo + te ane 


Thurfday, Marth 18. 1714. 


lave lately beem very riuch teized with the 

Thought of Mrs, Anne Page, and the Memo- 

ry of thofe mary Cruelties which 1 foffered 
= from that obdurate Fair one, Mrs. Anne was 
in a particular manner very fond of China Ware, 
againft which J had unfortunately declared my A- 
verfion. I do dot kriow but this was the firft Oc- 
cafion of het Coldnefs towards me, which makes 
me fick at the very fight of 4 China Dith ever Gince. 
This is the-beft Introdu@ién 1 can make for my 
prefent Difcourfe, which may ferve to fill upa Gap 
till 1 att more at Léifure to refume the Thread of 
my Amonrs. : . 

There“are no -Inclitations iti Wonten which 
more furprifé.me: than their Paffions for Chalk and 
China. The firl of thefe Maladies wears out in a 
little time ; but When ¢. Woman is vifited with the 
fecond, it generally rakes Poffeifion of tee for Life. 
China Vetlels are play-cAttigs for Worten of all 
Ages. An old Lady of fouclcore thal! be as bufie 
in cleaning an Judiaw Maridarin, as het Great Grand 
Daughter is in dreffitig her Baby, 

The common way of pigrehating fach Trifles, if 
I may believe ity Fematéitiformers, is byexchang- 
ing old Suits of Cloths for'this brittle Ware, The 
Potters of Chine have, it feems, their Factors at 
this diftah¢e, who retail oft their feveral Mandfa- 
ures for calt Cloths and faperatinitared Garments. 
I have known an old Petti¢oat metamorphofedinro 
a Punch Bowl, and a Pait of Breeches into a Tea 
Pot. For this reafon my Friend Tradewell in the 
City calls his great Room, that is nobly furnifhed 
out wich China, his Wité’s Wardrope. In yonder 
Corner, fays he, are,above twenty Suits of Cloths, 

(Price Two Pence:) 


and on that Screwtore above a hundred yards of 
farbelow’d Silk. You cannot imagine how many 
Night-Gowns, Stays and Mantues, went to the rai- 
fing of that Pyramid. The worlt of it is, fays he, 
a Suit of Cloths is not fuffered to Jaft half its time, 
that it may be thé more vendable, fo that ‘in reality 
this is but a more dextrous way of picking the Huf- 
band’s Pocket, who is often purchafing a great vafe 
of China, when he fancies that he is buying a fine 
Héad, or a Silk Gown for his Wife. There is 
likewife another Inconvenierice in this FemaieP:f- 
fion for China, namely, that it adminifters to ’em 


' great mattér for Wrath and Sorrow. How much 


Anger and Affli&tion are produced daily in the Hearts 
of my dear Country Women, by the breach of this 
frail Furniture. Some of them pay half their Ser- 
vants Wages in China Fragments, which their Care- 
lefsnefs has produced. If thou haft a piece of 
Earthen Ware, confider, fays Epicletus, that it is a 
pi¢ce of Eatthen Ware, and by confequence very 
eafie and obnoxious to be broken: Be not therefore 
fo void of Reafon as to be angry or grieved when 
this comes to pafs. In order, therefore, to exempt 
iny fair Readers from fuch additional and fupernu- 
meraty Calamities of Life, I wou’d advife them to 
forbear dealing in thefe perifhable Commodities, 
till fuch time _as they are Philofophers enough to 
to keep their Temper at the fall of a Tea Pot ora 
China Cup. | fhall further recommiend to their fe- 
rious Confideration thefe three Particulars: Firlt, 
That all China Ware is of a weak and trantitory Na- 
ture. Secondly, That the lathion of it is changeable; 
and Thirdly, That it is of no ufe. And firft of the 
Firft, The fragility of China is fuch as a reafonable 
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Being ought by no means to fet its Heart upon, 
tho’ at the fame time I am afraid | may complain 
with Seneca onthe like occafion, that this very Confi- 
deration recommends them to ourChoice,our Luxary 
being grown fo wanton, that this kind of Treafurebe- 
comes the more valuable, the more eafily we may be 
deprived of it, and that itreceivesa Price from its brit- 
tlenefs; There is a kind of Oftentation in Wealth 
which fets the Poffeffors of it upon diftinguifhing 
themfelves in thofe things where it is hard for the 
Poor to follow them. For this Reafon i have of- 
ten wondered that our Ladies have nui taken Plea- 
fare in Egg-thells, efpecially in thofe which arecu- 
rioufly ttained and ftreaked, and which are fo very 
tender that they require the niceit Hand to hold 
without breaking them. But as if the Britilenefs 
of this Ware were not fufficient to make it 


Coftly, the very Fathion of it ischangeable, which 


brings me to my fecond Particular. 

It may chance that a Pcice of China may farvive 
all thofe Accidents to which it is by Nature liable, 
and laft for fome Years if rightly firuated and taken 
care of; Toremedy, therefore, this ‘inconvenience, ‘t 
is fo ordered that the Shape of it hall grow unfafhion- 
able, which makes new Supplies always neceffury, and 
furnifhes Employment for Life toWomen of great 
and generous Souls who cannot live outof the Mode, 
I my felf remember when there were few China 
Veflels to be feen that held more than a Dith of 
Coffee, but their Size is fo gradually inlarged, that 
there are many, at prefent, which are capable of 
holding half a Hoghhead. The Fafhion of the Tea 
Cop is alfo greatly alteted, and has run through a 
wonderful Variety of Colour, Shape and Size, 

But, in the laft place, China Ware is of no Ufe. 
Who would not laugh to fee a Smith’s Shop fur- 
nithed with Anvils and Hammers of China. The 
Forniture of a Ladies favourite Room is altogether 
as abfurd: You fee Jars of a prodigious Capacity 
that are to hold nothing. I have fee Horfes and 
Herds of Cattel in this fine fort of Porfelsin; not 
to mention the feveral Chinefe Ladies who, per- 
haps, are naturally enough reprefented in thefe frail 
Materials. Coes 

Did our Womenr take delight in heaping up Pites 


of earthen Platters, brown Juggs, and the like ufe- © 


ful Produéts of our Britifh Potteries, there would 
be fume Senfe in it. They might be ranged in as 
fine Figures, and difpofed of in as beautiful 
Pieces of Archite&ture; but there is an Obje&i- 
en to thefe which cannot be overcome, namely, 
that they would be of fome Ufe, and might 
be taken down on all Otcafions tc be em- 
ployed in Services of the Family, befide, that they 
are intollerably cheap, and moft thamefully durable 
and lafting. 


ADVERTISEMENTS. 


_ __This Day is Publithed, 

Memoirs of the Life of Count deGramont, con- 
taining in particular the Amorous Intrigues of the Court of En- 
gland in the Reign of King Chatles{I. Tranflated from the French 
by Mr Boyer. Sold by J.Round in Exchange Alley, W. Taylor at 


the Ship in Pater-nofter-row, B. Lintett at the Ccofs Keys in Fieet- 
ftreet, J Brown near Temple-bar, W. Lewis in Kuflel-Rtre@ Covent 
Garden, and J. Giaves next White’s Chocolatc-houtc in St. James’s- 
fixer. 


Jaft Poblith’d, 
The prefent Conftitytion aud the Proteftant Suc- 


ceflion vindicated, in anfwer to a late Book; Entituled, the Here- 
dicary Right of the Crown of England affetted, &c. pt. 187 


~ Printed for J. Baker in Pater-nofter-row, and fold by E, Beringtoa 


near Effex-{treet in the Strand. Where may be had fourteen Ser- 
mons on feveral Occafions, by his Grace Sit William Dawes Lord 
Archbithop of York, price 1s.6d. The French ook of Rates, 
&c. pr. 4 s.with feveral other Traéts relating to the Trade with 
France, and ufeful for thofe that would underitand the faid Trade, 
and de Sale’s Voyageto the South Sea; with a large Map of the 
Country, never betore Printed in Englifh, pr. 4s. 


Lately Publithed, the Second Edition of 
The Law of Ele&tions; being an Abftra& of all 


the Stautes pow in Force relating ro the Eleétion of Members 
to ferve in the Houfe of Commons. In three Se&tions, viz. The 
Duties of the E'eétors. the Eleéted and the Offieers Returning, 
Continued to the End of the laft Seffions of Patliament. Print- 
ed for J. Tenfon at Shakelpear’s Head over-againft Cacherine- 
ftreet in the Strand. where may be bad an Effay towards the 
Hiftory of Dancing, in which the whole Art and its various Ex- 
cellenci¢es are in ionre Meafure explain’d. Containing the feveral 
Sors Of Dancing, Antique and Modern, Serious, Scenical, Gro- 
vefque, &c. with the Ufe of it as an Exerciie, Qualification, 
Diverlion, &c. 


Books Printed, with an Elziver Letter in Neat 

Pocket Volumes, for Jacob Tonfon in theStrand. 

Tamerlane and Fair Penitent, Tragedies, by 
N. Rowe, Efq; The Tragedy of Cato, Campaign and Rofa- 
mond, by Mr. Addifon. The Diftreit Mother, a Tragedy, by 
ag od The Carelefs Husband, a Comedy, by Mr. Cibber. 
The Vidim, a Tragedy, by Mr, Johnion. A Colle@ion of 
Poetical Mifcellanies, by the beft Hands, and Publith’d by Mr. 
Steele. N. B. The Ambitious Segp-Mother, Ulyffes.and Royal 
Convert, Tragedies, Written by N. Rowe, Efq, will ina few 
Days be Publithed, in the tame Volumes, 


Juft publifhed, (printed with an Elzevir Letter) in 
a neat Pocket Volume, 


Prince Arthur; an Heroick Poem. In ten Books, 
By Sir Richard Blackmores. Kt. M.D. and Fellow of the College 
of Phyficians in London. The Fourth Edition revifed. To which 
isannexed, An Index, explaining the Names of Countries, Cities, 
and Rivers, &c, Printed tor j. Tonfonin the Strand, and Sold by J. 
Knapton D. Midwinter in St. Paul’s Church-yard, A Betfworth 
on London-Bridge, W. Taylor in Pater-nofter-Row, N. Cliff and D. 
— near the Poultry, T. Varnham and J. Osbom in Lom- 

ard-ftreet, and J. Browne near Temple-Bar. 


This Day isPublithed, (Printed with an Elzevir Let- 
ter) ina neat Pocket Volume, the Third Edition of 

The Life and Charaéter of Jane Shore, colleéted 
from our beft Hiftorians, chiefly fromthe Writings of Sir Thomas 
More, who washer Cotemporary,:and Perfenally knew her. Hum- 
bly offer’d to the Readers and Spectators of her Tragedy written 
by Mr.Rowe. Infcrib’dto Mrs. Oldfield. Printed for J. W. and Soid 
by W. Lewis in Covent-Garden, J. Brown and W, Meats. without 
Temple-Bar, W. Taylor in Pater-nofter-Row, N. Cliff and D, Jack- 
fon in Cheapfide, R. Smith and R. Parker under the Royal- 
Exchange, J. Morphew neat $tationer’s Hall, and A, Dodd 
without Temple-bar. (Price Six Remee.] (@ N.B. There is added 
to this Edition a very curious Frootilpiece, reprefenting her doing 
Penance in St. Paul’s Cathedral. *». 


, es ° ° 
This Day is publithed (Prigted with an Elziver Let- 
ter) a neat Pocket Volume of 

Ele@tra, a Tragedy. Tranflated from the Greek 
of Sophocles. Printed for J. W. and Sold by W. Lewis in Covent- 
Garden, J. Brown and W. Meares without Temple-Bar, W. Taylor 
in Pater-nofter-row, R. Parker underthe Royal- Exchange; J. Mor- 
phew near Stationers-Hall and A. Dodd without Temple: Bar, 
[Price one Shilliag.] Where may be had the Cid; ox, the He- 
roick Daughter. Written by a Gentleman of Oxford. 
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